Page 24 November 2009 Attraction

Waterfow

The Waterfow] Festival is
investing almost $93,000 in
conservation, environmental
cducation and research proj-
ccts this year through its 2009

Fes-tivél funding

Box Program adds an estimat-
ed 25,000 Wood Ducks to fall
flights by installing man-made
nest boxes where natural habi-
tat has been depleted. The
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for educational efforts, such as

Euvironmental Concern’s Wetlands on Wheels, helps to cre-
ate new generations of conservationists.

Conservation Grants. Each
year, the nonprofit organiza-
tion awards the proceeds from
the three-day November event,
along with contributions 1o its
Donor Programs, to organiza-
tions enhancing wildlife habi-
tat or teaching children and
adults the importance of pre-
serving ccosystems, Since
1971, the Waterfowl Festival
has given more than $5 million
to Chesapeake Bay-area proj-
ects.

Chesapeake Wildlife
Heritage, in Easton, will
reccive $13,000 in support of
two projects helping water-
fowl. Its Wood Duck Nesting
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Students from Easton High Schoel don waders and use
feen ke b anllant data an fich enacies as nart of Pickering

Waterfowl Festival Canada
Goose Sanctuary Program
works with farmers to leave
standing rows of com and win-
ter wheat cover crops as rest-
ing and feeding areas for over-
winjering geese.

A Waterfow] Festival part-
ner since the event’s begin-
ning, Ducks Unlimited has
been awarded $20,000 for
Phase HI of its Wetlands
Restoration  Initiative  at
Eastern  Neck  National
Wiidlife Refuge, in Kent
County. Continuing  work
begun with the restoration of
25 wetland acres in 2007, the
remaining six sites in the proj-

cct wilt help to offset water-
fowl and other migratory bird
habitat lost to development
and agriculturai use.

Eastern Shore Land
Conservancy in Queenstown
will receive $2,000 in general
operating support, The organi-
zation targets the most critical
farm and habitat properties,
working with landowners to
explore long-term conserva-
tion options,

To educate the public and
create future conservationists,
the Waterfow! Festival sup-
ports several local education
programs. A $5,000 grant to
Environmental Concers, of St.
Michaels, will enable its
Wetlands on Wheels mobile
classroomm 1o visit schools and
special events, introducing
wetlands to those whoe may not
otherwise have an opportusity
to discover the importance of
this resource.

Pickering Creek Audubon
Center, in Easton, wili receive
$8,000 toward its Audubon
Watershed Experience for
tenth-grade biology students
from Talbot and Wicomico
counties. Leaming ¢cological
principles through bird watch-
ing and fishing, the students
also mentor younger classes,
passing on the newly acquired
skills.

Fifth-grade Talbot County
students experience first hand
the role of wetlands during a
fhiree-day stay at Echo Hill
Outdoor School, made possi-
ble through a $4,000 Festival
grant to Talbot County Public
Schools.

A $3,500 grant o the
University of Maryland Center
for Environmental Science
Hom Point Laboratory, in
Cambridge, supports research
into submerged aquatic vege-
tation (SAV). The Yestival-
funded fellowship explores the
interaction of SAV and waler
flow, creating new analytical
1o0ls fo improve the success of
critical SAV bed restoration
efforts.

While the Waterfowl
Festival is known for almost
four decades of suppert for
ather organizations’ projects,

project of its own. The funds
will partially match federal
funding recently awarded to
help restore the Bay Street
Ponds by improving their
flood storage capacity and poi-
tutant  filtration  function.
Located on a rmajor entrance
into Faston, the ponds were
donated to the Waterfowl

Festival by the Grayce B, Kerr

Waterfowl Festival Conservation Grants havc funed
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Waterfowl Festival
President Albert Pritchett con-
gratulated this year’s grant
recipients and commended
them for their efforts on behalf
of wildlife and the environ-
ment, “We are pleased to be
able to partner with these out-
standing organizations to fur-
ther these important projects,”
he said, *“We thank all of our

environmental conservation and research cfforts for nearly
four decades, including study by the University of Maryland
Center for Environmenta! Science at Horn Point into sub-

merged aquatic vegetation.
Fund and drain more than 700
acres of Easton watershed
emptying into the Tred Avon
River.

Festival donors and atiendees
who have been making these
grants possible for almost 4¢
years.”

Festival of Trees

SATURDAY

Twenty fourth Annual

JOoy 1o
THE WORLD

November 28 to December 1, 2009

PRESENTED BY THE FRIENDS OF HOSPICE
Crystal Room of the Mistoric Tidewater Inn, Easton, Maryland . *

November 28

MOTHER-SON
DANCES

5to7pm OR 8to10pm
$30for Mothers and $10for each Son
NEW THIS YEAR... an evening for Mothers & Sons
of all ages, with cookies and punch at the
Historical Society Auditerium in Easton.
ADVANCED PURCHASE REQUIRED

FESTIVAL OF TREES EVENTS & ACTIVITIES:
« SANTA'S GOT A BRAND NEW BAG - Hov, 23 = RUNAWALK FOR HOSPICE - Nov, 27 &
5 PREVIEW PARTY - Nov, 27 & FESTIVAL OF HOMES TOUR - Nov. 28& 28 +

& CANDY CANE LANE - Now. 28 % MOTHER-SON DANCES - tiow. 28 ¥
« MEARY RANFNTED RALFEC . Mae JR 5 CRRISTMAS RINGS - Nov. 29 15




